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Su. .y of 6th week is AGN day--that was the nessage coming from Number €4 this week as the comnittee went into secret -session
to decide, in the face of mounting Eublic speculafion, who was going to win the QUSFG elections. Pollin? will take place
between 9 and 9:30 pm in St John's restyich Rooa on 21 Februarr, and at the same time the electorate will be asked to
consider a number of proposed constitutional amendwents, many of them unnecessaril sillY (well, the constitution makes such
boring reading as it stands. Phil Raines, this means you), Be there or be somewhere else,

Meanvhile, on the So This Is Real Life front, for the benefit of those who don't yet know, OUSFG's Conic Relief efforts
raised a fairly substantial amount,,, Thanks and congratulations to Liz Wright, Chris Hughes and Tin Adye who agreed to ba
s0ld as slaves (ching! £93), Tomny vareing who assassinated most of the Group's nembers and then charged then 20p for the
EFiVI%E ? Eigzngé)Eiu—odd) and last and most emphatically least all those who turned up to throw wet sponges at the commitiee

squelch! £40-o0dd) .

Ihe Picocon delegation managed=to produce some very strange effects on London fandon wainly thanks to the astral pole and
various things to do with match-boxes, [{ was recpirocal, as those who attended the library meeting the next da{ mag-have
soserved, Ve also managed to cone 4th out of 6 in the ?u1z (questionmaster: “Who was the author of the 8-- [Qx ord?" Penny
v0 Ivan: "You're the one who's read it, who was it?" [Ivan' “Er.*). (h well, I enjoyed it,

Dark plots are afoot for next tern, 'Little meed be sald at this stage except beware the punt party, ., ,

. And finally, in memory of the ex-tradition of Very Profound Quotes To Upen Neusletiers With, I dedicate the following 4o

riona, Tact reign over all, | |
Ve had a teacher in school called Fellegrini; he vas supposed to teach us Spanish Litsrature but be ¥as a science
fiction fan, In those days In Argentina, ., schooling was strict, science fiction vas very young, and boys of thiréesn
vere not allowsd to read what was considered rubbish, One worning Ar Pellegrini stoad in front of the t/ass--the
teacher's desk was set up on a dais behind which loomed a gigantic blackboard--and started to read, with no previous
annodncewent, a story by Ray Bradbury called There Vill Come Soft Rains, #e sat af our 0es5ks, at first wary, then
intrigued, finally complecely Iin his power, [15tening to the description of a warld that had stood still, That afternoon
every bookshop in the neighbourbood sold out its copies of the Spanish transiation of The Martian Chronicles, sowe ¢hirty

Aﬂhyzy 0oys had decided ¢hat maybe the thing called literature was not, after all, as terrible as they had come to

selieye, Alberto Hanguel

Ktitle deleted on Srounds of gross impiaysi-bi’iity)

Alberto Manguel ed: Black Water: The Anthology Of Fantastic Literature

(Argh! He said 1t again, Bungle!) Calling your book fhe anthology of fantzstic literature is never a wise move, Manguel's
heog s only one among many, but at 367 pages and about 75 authors it outdoes much of the competition by sheer volume if
nothing edse, [ don't find ihe quailtly a ol to rave about, but it does provide an excellent surver of how “serious"
litEPEEUTE 15 slowly sliding tovards the fantastic: here ~eGuin, Confort, Dunsany, Poe, Verne, Vel s, Bradbury and Fast are
joined by such distinguishe Real Peopie as Kafka, Calvino, Forster, Borges, Pushkin, Hesse Maugham,.. and so on, _

Like heri Hulne, these people seem to know nothing about sf, If only they had, Then they wouldn't have to work their way
4p Liough the fairy-story clichés that the genre abancened years ago, and tau%d;uae-theichansiderable talents on worthehile
azterial, Many, I'm glad to say, do, Borges, Kafka and Peake, faor instance, built their fantasies in vays that sf has yet
0 absorb iﬁei¥e, Crowley and Banks are the only authors who Spring o sind as vorking in the territories indicated by these
Awee), More, however, don't. As collections of worgs, they're nice, As character or place studies, or in their
savrodutdions of interesting ideas, they are welcome, Hs stories, they are banal, | | e

Al £4.95, worthwhile for the decent siuff (of which ihere 15 certainly a fair amount) and as an overview of sf-retated
aaterial overlapping the mainsiream. 1t ig also vaiuable for ils inclusion of sany toreign-language authors, Perhaps one
for the iibrary! ' S B 3
Ivan Towilson
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Mackerel Bites Back Probe Quiz=

Library Meetings
As per usual: St Anne‘s, Sunday 8:15 - 9 pm in 60 Voodstock Rd rm 2, after that in St

John's Prestwich Rm until closing time, then back to the library for increasingly bizarre
coffee and biscuits. Astral poles not com ulsory and indeed not recommended, especlally 4f

there are more than 4 of you (thank you, enny).

Discussion Heetin§‘s
Mark Davies is stuck In Combe in a non-starting car, but the fun continues in Trinity 11/8

on Wednesday evenings at 8:15. Future delights 1include:
Oth wk: I was a teenage John Styles: Neal's structuralist analysis of rubbish (hi, Rob)
Oth wk: The Lert Handg Of Hdype: the life and works of Ursula LeFenGuin (Mark Davies)
gtlt:: wg: Eot sure, but [ think Simon said he'd do another thing on rubbish
th wk: I,
Meanwhile, John Bedford searches the stacks for more grossly perverted SF as he prepares
the Ultimate Offensive Talk...

Video Meetinegs |

Asarrrggghhh! We can't continue to use New Col lege on Monday evenings. Progress reports at
other meetings; we Still hope to show Threads, Terminator and Dr Who stories The Brain Ut
Morbius and Revenge Of The Cybermen.

Auction

sunday 8th week, St Jghn's Prestwich Rm, about 9 pm. About 80 duplicates from the library
to be sold to the most gullible bidder. (Hell, you paid £30 for Tim, you can't be that
bright.)

STinx
Hey, seriously, no kidding--the Best Of Sfinx is on the very verge oi publication. All we

have to do now is redo the masters so we can paste in the artwork, and it's ready to go.
¥e already have advance orders rolling in from America, SO reserve your COpy naw (please

allow 28 days for delivery, as Sir Clive Sinclair might sa%).
o»finx 5 writers needed! There will be a writers' works Op on w»unday 8th week at 2 pm in

Irinity 11/8 (discussion meetin venue)—-—glease come along, preferably with story or part of
same... ar idea for same... or interest in hinking about same... Contact Paul Cray (St

Anne's) for details.

igs Moy Fly Boggle Werbletf!!

The OUSFG Annual Dinner will take place in Trinity College on Friday 26th February. Meet in
the Beer Cellar for sherry at 8 for 8:30. Cost &£ 000, with £2.50 discount for non-alkies
and a possible refund for vegetarians (I have tried, and how, to track this one down... I
will keeg_ trycjin? and hope to know by the time this newsletter goes out <allowing for

ion dela

distribution ys, or l'd have written it in, fool)). And the menu...
VEGETARIAN CAKNIVORE
Gratinee Normande Soup Fresh Salwon/0ill/Fink Peppercorns «7)
Cucumber and Nushroom Satay Fillets of Venison Piivrade
frinity Syllabub = rrinity Syldlabub
Lalree

1he Spung Says...

"FEQPEE don't wsually leave their clothes on in my room,* (Rob Sadisr)

“Look, | want {0 appreciate the aesihetic bits of this tidm,,, =2agh,, . " Reb)

“h, there's a man who knows how 1o treat Wis vomen,,, 2agh,,." (Aob) |

"@K{ S0 you're into choirboys--so what? Cucumber sandwiches get boring afier a while!" (dAdrian Cox)
"It's fairly deng, it's bendy--and it's yeliow, but thatl just oniuses you more," (fave Starnforih)

"I don't &hank crucifixion is a criminal offence,*  {Ffvan Jowis
"feople twiddle Portia, Portia twiddles peopie, That's why they're symmeirical {Angeia Cowdery)
“You can't strike matches on velcro flies *  (Jane dccarthys T

“Budge up, let's see if we can break the springs,, . ' (Liz ¥right)

‘tor an intellectual you have some damn weird fabits,® (Liz/ | ey £

‘] was expecting sonething small and drown and got something large and black ,* ({sz?

“Tou haven't got a good one out of me yet so nyaagh,* (lizs be beg to differ,

cinera's notning wrong with screaming racism!  (Fau/ Lrayld i o i

“Don't quote {4 out of conwext, I was using 1t aboutl chemisis and Liverpudlians, ' <(FPawl)

(redits and grovels; Neal, Mo, Dave$, Chris, Jane, Paull, The Velvet ﬁﬂﬁergrﬁlnd the Trrffids, Brian Eno,
Fatii Seith, In Tua Nua, Television, New Drder, Keri Hulme, Philip K Dick, -aahagil-Hanuettt-Ursula, S
vienisiav Len, Alberto Manguel, John Barth, Alison Lurie, Jayne Anne Phillips, Mind the flying pretensions,
Kext term'

S newsletters will be edited by Paul Cray and John Bray. Please send all reviews,
gOSsip, quotes, interesting things, dead mice etc to John at EBxeter College. |

-..and you might find yourself in another part of the world.
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rPrPreople tend to shut .‘tigeir eyess asand ihvulpetenle waet laylng 1t on a bit thick. He reads Heinlein but does not seem terribl
stab 1t with a pin®” Quiz Or-ror prtoud oI 1t--1n lact he was at one {mmt rejected as a poseible Stinx editor as Neal felt
4. elacti t1 ‘ Th Vased ol theilaRa o comnitta& S e fjltnr;ng \-;Juld get pastlhis' rather thh lifterfry étandards. Poseibiy ticklish.
. they cried, election time again. e e ons 1or t = ; chn EBray:; “JIt's wondenrfu 1 t°
;lf:;peg“ %in{iay 2] Feb (6th week) at 9 pn in St John's Prestwich Room. Here is the list of chicken . ‘r‘ “ oo i = all about thils
nominations--and a_lwuzvﬁ remember, it vo 1HE could change anything, it'd be illegal. “Is it UK i1 | take out a boxful of stack bookse over the summer? he asked me in the last
Democratic, who me! For details of why these people might deserve your vote, see below.) days ot my librarianship. “Sure, John,” I said, "as long as you promise not to bri then !
| { ! back." But he brought them back, all 60 of them, and he'd read most of them too. pite ;
President: Paul Cray Generic Committee: ANatt Bishop this demonstration ot awesone twistedness, he seems entirely unable to wrap himself around |
No Holkar Penny Heal broom handles. But with practice... _ i
Secretary: John Bray Paul Marrow Rob Sadler: “"Several thousand feet up and onl a piece
Rob Sadler | Jane Mccarthy cf plastic between you and the rest of the worrd. o |
Treasurer: HMNatt Bishop Kath Mort _ Ay clearest memary o1 Rob is as a prone figure flat out on the floor during a not
Craham Harper Georglna Spary rticularly heity party, provoking Neal to wonder if he was still alive... *] am informed
Penny Heal - hat he has converted a water pistol to fire tacks and/or needles for some hideous reason..
; ‘N. Tringham, Useful Smears On Nr Sadler) Renowned far and wide as one who has read all
At the same time we'll be holding the Annual General Keeting of the OUSFG, at which we'll be Dumarest books and is proud of this achievement--what more can | say? Perhaps I should
asking you to vote on the‘ru p{imsnfu%ﬁnst1tut&omi;ntgnd?;nts: J i | ::ke something up. | é
= insert as section 4, with su e amendmen other relevant clauses: att Bishop:  “1I want to have Phi : s
; a. The Group shall publish a twice-termly newsletter, which will be free to all Following in the ?mtste of Nax™ O'Connor, Matt arrive]& ia Oggt%kto ?inc?‘hit:::li'mt onl
members of the Group, containing society news and i{information, reviews of sf and associated a libertarian and bhalf of a dual entity, but also ia possession of Max's bike.
iields and any other material deemed by the editors to be of interest to l(.‘:r*r.:w.zgl members. The Uniortunately, it was soon realised that no key was available... After breaking one of HNealls
editors shall be appointed by the committee and one of them shall represent the editors as hacksawse trying to get at it, he finally talked the St Anne's caretakers into releasing it
s meaber of the comnittee. tor him and is now trying to figure out how to ride it. Nay be embarrassed in public if
. If the editors wish to publish a newsletter covering more than four sides of A4 desired by mentioning fists, Maidstone and 1981 (my lips are sealed, 0K?). |
p‘;p.r'. or wish to print more than two newsletters in one term, they must first obtain Graham Harper: “"What's this about me being a guinea-
peraission from the Treasurer, or the President if the Treasurer is one of the editors. pig?" |
2. Insert as clause 5(g): LemOn curry? A §u1nm—p g§. Has been known to "boogie on down" in a serious way to the tonmes of Iron :
3. Amend clause 5(d) 60 that constitutional amendments passed at a General Meeting come Haiden and suchlike. Shares a house with Tommy VYareing, which amply qualifies him for the |
into effect at the end of the term in which the GN is held {or earlier if the committee so post of OUSFG DangerMan. Graham has many hidden depths, most of wgic should stay that
wishes). (4t present ?tl;orc 1;;115 Dtﬁclee?r Ehfn cimnges :gke ffffgtihmdihﬁm iﬁ scape hf?trim ;ay. Kind f;e lt}w-:t‘lylngx puns. : | | -
Stra .]mrs-"—iﬁr instance, motion 7. below is paseed, shou e discussion on whether enny eal: o object to Rhavin o EE Sl e s o |
to r: jfy it or not be published? This amendment ties in with committee changeover timing.) Quoted I1n connection with a pasg IYH:: :hls elected to
4. I-md Purpose 0i Society to read "To bring together readers of science fiction, while bein held down! * ‘ |
' fantasy asd such related areas of fiction as absurdism, ‘magic realism’, horror and other This ie the one with the floor, the dragons and the serious D. Bowie fixation. Also one of
forme of acm-maturalistic writing, and associated nonfictional fields including si criticism, the few sources of tea nmorth of the Maths Institute Circle (these things are important, you
' for their mutual benefit and enjoyment, to provide facilities for this gur ose and to know). The fact that she is the only person I know who finds the astral pole easier
asiatain coantacte with ef fandom outside the University."; and add to 3(b) (committee backwards than forwarde only confirmeé that she is deeply, profoundly warped. You just try
admiaistration of the Libr ) "In this it shall bear in mind the idelines outlined under talking to her, you'll see. should also warn you th,E z“ {immedia to being
. ' of Saociety’, and shall attempt to ensure that fields outside the science nomina for treasurer was to turn on the nearest bunch of mundanes and start selling thep
fictioa/fantasy mainstrean are adequately represented in the Library, subject to interest OUSFG membershipe (also something to do with ing in Kenya. [ think.). Bizarre.
among the wembership and without compromising those high literary standards for which the _lff‘aué Ma riow:" *I can see Heinlein writing the 0Old
is infanous. | | estament, , .
.-uu;“hwt as clause 2(e): Xembers of the committe shall, on such occasions as they deen The other half of Paul C"I (it says here). They can be told l:?ar“t because one of then
suitable, wtter sentences containing gratuitous references to penguins. reads books but doesn‘t talk about them, while gther doesn‘'t but does. (Further details
6. Insert as clause 4(f): In memory of all the physicists called Dave who have over the may be found in Neal's opus An Introduction To Apologising For Naking An Unpecessaril
past 25 years contributed so much to the Group, this clause shall only be effective if Obscure Apology.) Has been known to bay at the moon and read Heinlein novels twice, gut ig
printed Ooa seriouely grose purple paper. | rapidly rwi‘:}g out of it into someth worse. Paul is the only member of OUSFG who can
¢ Amend clause 2(g) s0 that proceedings of comnittee meetings are no longer recite the words to Jean-Nichel Jarre's “Oxygene” while unicycling backwards round the
- mmf.'mtztha “ut%ffée Ei}lﬁu “:eﬁﬁ' t ittee meetings remain S“berle}}q“él “ftnﬁ‘th (thls DIt is ““f"“" - 1
: clause 60 while proc ngs at conm ane cCar e U e s BO t -
e 1, a record gf decisions ladapnnd nat&t‘n discussed shall be made available to ¥£hiimatit G = | L e Ropes & Satetics i
e meabership. only person with more lifelong friemds than... than... (at this point Grabam abandoned
thﬁ. lwtl’ as clause 7(g): If it is at any time deemed desirable to ratyge this the sen{enc::e). kamikaze hratimlnstchmnatic Jane “actually I'm a n Eﬂ’m really”
constitution, the typist shall insert at least one (1) fpim of gratuitous but completely NcCarthy has so far flown four hundred and seven suicide miséions nst the Christian
ineffectwel sillineés. And do try to be imaginative--future gemerations hang on your every Union, many of them resulting in ongoing disillusion situations (Neal tells me). To be
word. Sessible constitutions are a definite no-no here. honest, though (variety is the spice of life, after all), I'm still ling over a note I
b | found crossed out on her door: HORRENDOUS CRISIS DO NOT DISTURB IS NS YOU, IVAN).
(A brief comment On 7. and 8. t‘l‘hi Prntilienlwith ‘giimf’?},hiﬁ C:'.hat )j.t I;ikei eer;tfin :a;ters i}._jtt ffutﬁ. |
e those pertaining to a particular member o e Group) undiscussable. Hence & ort:; “That's n '
mi;ﬁ ich is the committee's p’;’;forrad alternative, avoide this problem while killing Really." b B tHally (Wi L Seanty
aff the motion that the committee is a secretive, closed entity (patently untrue if you ever Kath was set up for a £10 hit oh Tommy's "Day of Death” for Comic Relief, which to
talk to aay Of us, but apparently some people don’t). The way you vote is euntirely up to demonstrate her T:qul.&rlty within the society. If she is elected onto the commitlee, vile
Jou, bet think about the consequences.) reen ponchos will be mandatory for all and sundry. A regular feature at breakfast in 4.
- | ilda's (?), Kath is a real pariy animal--she has b known to kick her guests (ie. Rob—- |
| : | b | 64y nO more) in the teeth if they over-indulge, though, so be warned. |
Bazaaxy Of The Bizarre Horror FProbe gzo;lg:;?:de:;y: . C(apparently she did say something, bu},
| 'l Cray:’ “Those are only mistakes by definition, not The "Nansfield Nan-Eater® has made herself very dear to this society, with bher winning waysd
;:':f .i‘{..u.s e and cheeky smile. As George is a PPEist, she will be able to dcvut‘atylen of time tqu;
Satil you hewe gaved up from {mr sleeping bag at this man dancing in t-shirt and pants on work if elected. Definitely the person who's featured heavily in the tea-leaves (how |
a U@ﬂ.ﬁ after a particularly heavy night of charades, tea and &in 1n§ Don*t Throw Up : many other small furry creatures from Alpha Centauri are there in the ), George will
with the GUSKS lot, you don't know what that Nonday morning feeling Is Iike. Renowned for go lar--but not too far, say sources solicitous of her welfare. [this one was written by Ao
4 serox. three books in 1987 (and those were the wrong ones), and for serious over my protests --ed] - ‘
pom {a oa. This is the man who signed a statement agree to catalogue the stacks by Written by Ivan, No, and Graham (a bit); No's idea; Neal's fault|

ﬁtﬁ title and subject matter. Venal, cnrrugt and quite likely ticklish to boot.

" : “"I will not be rampled b sheep at my time ‘ |
Mo ffolkar P Y ¢ o mﬁﬁ! | _r

/——

i |
ll::; i{a history as the man who brought LASFS economics to OUSFG. Ko was elected

W after it dawned on the massed rnnkgs that an entire committee of gibbering @\Wu&'(‘ \/g{{é D l- 5.. nEr L/{ W |
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Cry 9 | * ivate mail systems
Thum?fs Fcl;fli;boogbafout a islllns;stoe{ ﬁ:ﬂ%iﬁu ofPlen En bl:;krggéigrnglrhgnfgggeﬂ:::ng? ::e%agg sgu s gYI {2; u?er_eal |
Basically, ihis behind rocks to slaughier Pony Express riders, all in the o entropy and the possibi X

and occasionally pop out from behind ly! Alternatively, it 1s a boo eal transcendent meaning .
AR It':q”ﬁ},ﬁé"gfgff;nfe:r?:niuéficpggrtfd! ffé’fpé’f yprec}e_tferuir;}i?aaz';‘t‘”thgﬁ,acgh}';ﬁeﬂ}?f Eh_g% -i.slav;n't spoil the ending by !
CoRmunication iy ' | d ordinary life, what ading [ did,

't‘i‘fﬁﬂg"?gﬁ'gﬁgi 'fﬁmﬁgigﬂs"m?ﬁﬂﬁ ll'é;?he{ss? but 1 th{nk this book well worth reading even if Neal Tringham
te

I Ma Not DBe i?qg;:r- +t I Do dI.dke
D' IntelligentT .13hL1 . |
TH Pretty Pictures Adye Shock Stunner
he I Vv

. _ ifth issue is (according to Alan Noore, a
oo shot val vuen 1 suresl orld” -Tin Gt oy on iis byt fese fs accoreing bt foore,
"Stories about real vomen 1n'aevitable nowadays) “the best comic b91ng.pupllihe b? szits Apart from all this, L4 is a
ﬁuate frgn :hggt?gezzagu;ggglgut i intPOdUCtiiﬂ . Hrbﬂﬁgr:,ggn ’sﬁ%nﬁuﬁgﬂ living in a run-do'g ﬂnerltaﬂangg;b s
ethi sl a tinuing stories: Locas, abo 11y and Heartbreak Soup, about a vast a -
CORLL VI e ey Ry kets are both very real and very silly; and e, ntive plotting, and occasionally clever
world where superheroes and big roc elts strengths lie in good charactenaah“? ll;venl -fi-ng it engaging, funny and vivid,
characters in a swail Hexican '?“n'-t sards soap opera (at ?east in Heartbreak a‘ﬂ- f the loom briefs with zap guns, Still,
art; its weaknesses in its tending towards so under-supplied with people in fruit of { { “the hippest comic in
116 Ly 15/va5 at Least vell waftn looking st dnyvay. o can afford not Lo be ropriste question, --ed)

;irlud i lt '??, Stnﬁgﬂnzg? [Who 'd want Lo be ssen viith etc, might be a more approp

the sireet® (i- -

L th illegibie) - t
i Hern - Pt issues), Dean Motter & someth: gsues in aboul 4 years, not a
s ia|; r«tf unlikeiain ﬂﬁuﬁfwﬁefﬁ r’t?r?e fan:lrv 1;5::{2‘: Idkt‘%" °ftﬁo.,gﬂeingr?ggmdﬁetgg:icafis'lhéi?tf;ry of ?OIHOPO ;sieéeciat
U3 Hka v i - Uospitanehis, 1§ wbiVl J400 40 Seral wIEInG 105, TR KU AR Y il cavher _
#il bad for a bi-sonthly,,, BDespi designed to have a soothing, -healing effect o figure in overcoat and shades (but not |
oithe oM 1 %tgt%uriezai drige them wad, Mr K himself is a nrsterl°”§ Jia) ears' absence, apparently to try to |
Sl gt g e turns to the city, apparently after nany o be that those he neets die wore |
i1 | kes him sound) who returns : _E f his stay seems to be that tho 2 E iy |
NEATRY o5 middy 4 e M d its citizens But the only etfect of hi d more confused, as he 1s groved to be |
repair the dawage dene to 1t and its hile his own identity becones nore and ot issue (#11) a group of |
i L e 0t T Sl B i sed vilnthe
large seleciio * f Wr X himself have come to the 1 . ccupation with bizarre drugs,
LN ¥ fp-dable 0aNed Coplen ¢ unknown reason, In addition, there 1s a preo d pather interesting, As for the art, .,
e R EoneThe whole nakes for a nixture I find strange a“t ) have come up vith an “art deco'
articularly those preventing sleep, 1ne drives men mad, the various illustrators lis, But if you read Hr |
?aced with [he ;hal?enge of Qr?atlg?la Eéﬁgstgﬁgllr reminiscent (presumably dellbera:§}¥{ EL gﬁgiﬂggu ?an i s ehat |
K o thlnkdsﬁiv?grf?i; ga?fliﬁ sense of a[nosphere,., or alternately you re
. : |

;ioi ngnﬁiﬁﬂﬁ Eedon’t understand 1t a% all, Please!

Neal Tringham
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